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future attacks from the West, and we are going all the way with her
to see that she gets it, not only by the might of her arras but by the
approval and assent of the United Nations. The liberation of Poland
may presently be achieved by the Russian armies after these armies
have suffered millions of casualties in breaking the German military
'machine. I cannot feel that the Russian demand for a reassurance
about her Western frontiers goes beyond the limits of what is reasonable
or just. Marshal Stalin and I also spoke and agreed upon the need
for Poland to obtain compensation at the expense of Germany both
in the North and in the West.

Here I may point out that the term " unconditional surrender "
does not mean that the German people will be enslaved or destroyed.
It means, however, that the Allies will not be bound to them at the
moment of surrender by any pact or obligation. There will be, for
instance, no question of the Atlantic Charter applying to Germany as
a matter of right and barring territorial transferences or adjustments
in enemy countries. No such arguments will be admitted by us as
were used by Germany after the last war, saying that they surrendered
in consequence of President Wilson's fourteen points. Unconditional
surrender means that the victors have a free hand. It does not mean
that they are entitled to behave in a barbarous manner, nor that they
wish to blot out Germany from among the nations of Europe. If we
are bound, we are bound by our own consciences to civilization. We
are not to be bound to the Germans as the result of a bargain struck.
That is the meaning of " unconditional surrender."

It may be that I shall have a further statement to make to Parliament
about Poland later on. For the present, what I have said, however
incomplete, is all that His Majesty's Government are able to say
upon the subject, and I hope that we shall not be pressed further in the
Debate, because matters are still under discussion.

I thank the House very much for giving me their attention and so
much consideration. There are many dangers and difficulties in
making speeches at this moment; first, it is a time for deeds and not
words; secondly, I must find the narrow line between reproof of
complacency at home and encouragement of the enemy abroad. One
has to confront the grave times through which we are still passing
without depressing the soldiers who will have to fight and win the
battles of 1944. Moreover, this should be remembered. There was a
time when we were all alone in this war and when we could speak
for ourselves, but now that we are in the closest relation on either
side with our great Allies, every word spoken has to be considered in
relation to them. We have lived through periods of. mortal danger,
and I cannot say that the dangers are mortal now. They are none the
less very serious, and we need all the support and good will that